
 

 

 Sri Sri Vidya Mandir inaugurated in Tsunami hit Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu on 
July 20th, 2007 

 
IAHV-Art of Living as part of the long-term rehabilitation of the tsunami victims 
officially opened a free primary school for the rural villagers in Anakovil Village, 
Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu.  It is a one and a half storeyed magnanimous building with 
nine classrooms, one principal room, one office room, one staff room, one dinning hall 
one lobby, one portico and four sets of 
toilets separately for both boys and girls. 
The District Collector of Nagapattinam, 
Mr. Tensaki S. Jahawar inaugurated the 
school on July 20th, 2007. Among the 
invitees was the Vice-President of the 
PPN Power Plant, Thrikadiyur, 
Representative of the General Manager 
ONGC, Representatives of the Funding 
Agencies, and Local Panchayat 
Presidents from the surrounding villages, 
other leaders and village community.  
The collector and the other guests present expressed their happiness that the school is 

promoting stress free and value based 
education. 
 
 The school is an English medium 
matriculation school that is offering classes 
from Lower KG, Upper KG, and 1st to 6th 
standard. There are 177 students whose 
parents are mainly daily wageworkers 
working on agricultural lands. The students 
will be offered free tuition, mid-day meal, 
books, and uniforms. In addition the school 

has made transportation arrangements with the local government transport corporation to 
pick-up and drop of students from the 
villages. Local qualified teachers have been 
employed from the nearby villages. 

There are many NGO’s 
working in the area as 
part of the tsunami 
rehabilitation. These 
organizations have also 
started or in the process of 
starting schools.  It was 
remarkable that without 
any publicity or 
advertising as is being done by the other organizations for their 

schools, that on the day our registrations there were over 250 students along with their 



 

 

parents who showed up for registration to Sri Sri Vidya Mandir.  Finally only 177 
students could be admitted as the rest could not obtain their school transfer certificate. 
The main draw to the school was due to the goodwill IAHV has generated over the last 
two years in building homes, conducting vocational training camps and trauma relief 

programs.  
 
The schools will be managed by Vyakti Vikas Kendra (VVKI), who will be responsible 
for running the school as well as bringing its expertise in managing over 80 rural and 
tribal schools all over India.  Prior to the opening of the school, Nav Chetna Shivirs  were 
organized for the parents and surrounding villagers in the school premises. 
 
 
 
The guiding philosophies of Sri Sri Vidya Mandir schools are: 

·  Impart education in stress free, creative and 
fun manner to bring self-esteem in the child 
and ensure continuity of education 

·  Provide nutritious mid-day meals, clean 
drinking water and free medical camps 

·  Strive for 50:50 ratio of girls to boys 
·  To act as a hub for running programmes that 

will result in the social and economic 
upliftment of the overall village 

 



 

 

Adjacent to the Sri Sri Vidya primary school construction is underway for a high school, 
which is expected to be completed within the next six months.  Also within the same 
complex a vocational training 
center has been built that will soon 
impart villagers with income 
generating skills.  The whole idea is 
that once the child gets into the 
school, he/she not only gets 
educated in a stress free manner 
but also gets trained in the skills 
that make him/her self –reliant 
before graduating from school.  
The purpose is not only to 
emphasize human values but also 
make education more productive 
and useful. 


